had hoped the work would fetch

much miore and in court papers
accused her father of sabotage.
“This action arises from a
greedy, malevolent, fraudulent,
bad-faith and.(unfortunately) suc-
cessful scheme to financially dev-
astate the Estate and, indirecily,
Belinda, by destroying the value
of the Estate’s most valuable asset

— Jean-Michel Basquiat’s mas,.-!_” ‘ _
the last 29 years- of her life,
- charges in'the: couirt papers that

terpiece, ‘Flesh. and Spirit}” the

suit, filed in New York State .Su- .
" preme Court, states. A lawyer for

Mr. Neumann, Andrew: G. Celii,

. did. not 1mrr_1ed1ate1y prov1de a

_comment.

Ms. Neumann-Donnellys fa- res'Neumann died-in 2016. Her

..-'ther, Hubert ‘Neumann, ‘whose
1 -family amassed a world-class col-
léction. of 20th-century art; had

- siied to block :the-sale of the 12-

by-12-foot painting; sdying the
. | .saleviolated an agreement he had
1 with Sotheby s-that gave him’ ‘the

| right to approve “all matters” con- -

| cerning the marketing of works

her mother had been subject  to
years'of repeated “emotlonal and

physical abuse” by Mr. Neurnann,

anaccusation he has denied. Dolo-

will exphcn:ly expressed her wish

~to disinherit’ Mr. . Neumann, her

daughter S lawsult said.
.- Sotheby’s declined to comment

’ beyond a statement saying, “Our

‘announcement release for the

A daughter claims her ”

cludmg works b chaSso, Picabia
and Warhol. He died in 1985

view of court fﬂes : h% ed tha, el
had never been gr ted the Su o-

- from the “Family Collection.”
But-a judge rejected- Mr.. Neu-:
mann’s request to-stop the.sale, father tr:ed to sabotage . ‘

and the daughter and her lawyers

. pointed to the fact that the

| ‘Basquiat had been owned by Do—k

{lores Neumann ‘alone.
< Still, Ms.

¥| cerns ‘about the estate’s right to

| sell'the work and scared away-po-.
‘tential buyers from the May 16 .-

| sale

: t'Sothebys o

k - peting “complaints of decéption

Neumann-Donnelly
;says in her. sult her father’s legal W
effort had the effect of raising con- - .

'\~ " Each of 'the lawsuits is laced f:
! w1th évidence: of a ‘bitter family . . I
' dlspute as the patties cited com- -

a ‘pamttng auctzon.

vided an estlmate m the region of

$30. mﬂhon 2

-Inonecor versatzon w1th her fa-
ther secretly taped by Ms. Don-

shortly after it was completed and

exhibited  at the Tony Shafra21

gallery, Sotheby’s said. ,
“The work, divided ‘into quad-

* rants, features elements of a skel-
-eton, a brain and a dlsembodled

hand, alongwith words like “pota-

: vs -
" Ms. Neumann bought “Flesh
and- Spirit” in 1983 for $15,000
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Basqulat Sale Suzt Lays Bare Fbmzly Strzfe 5
=
By COLIN MOYNIHAN Q ? S
A daughter sued her father, a L;: s g
- major art collector, Thursday, say- < 5
ing he had intentionally de- —_ = o
pressed the price of a major i < g Z
Basquiat sold at auction last L o Q
month with a failed and frivolous | Z = 3
lawsuit to stop the sale. . =1
The painting sold for $30.7 mil- 3 :-
lion, but Belinda Neumann-Don- 1%
nelly, representing the estate of -
her mother, Dolores O. Neumann, -+

| and fraud and:excerpts from se- ' sold the next dayfor_v$4'5'm11hon . to” and - “péso” in addition to §
cretly recorded conversations. . Ms. Neumann-Donnelly’s law- “ﬂesh” and “spirit?: - i
Ms. Neumann-Donnelly’s two sis- yer Judd Burstein, said thatwasa - " The Sothebys catalog quoted - r
ters supported-the father’s law- reference to Basquiat’s s “Flexible?” ‘Ms, Nelimann as calling the skele-
" suit, accor'ding to the court pa-' sold by Phﬂhps auctlon houseé on - ton in the painting “alive, 1n51ght-
pers. . - May 7. * ful, and militant” and saying that

| Ms. Neumann-Donnelly, whose * Mr. Neumann’s father, Morton ~the work was Basquiat’s “person-
suit says her mother had been " G. Neumann, a Chicagoan who alRosetta Stone” )
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